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Abdullah Hussain’s Novel “Udass Naslain”: An Analytical Study
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Abstract
Although Abdullah Hussain wrote many prominent novels, the fame he gained from "Udass Naslain" is the most
distinct and unique. This novel is famous for its uniqueness in Urdu literature. The story of this novel covers the
time of the partition of the subcontinent. In the novel, he has mentioned the effects of partition of India. This
Novel gained much more popularity in Pakistani Urdu novels.
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Abdullah Hussain holds a prominent place in the history of Urdu novel. He has written several novels. These
include "Udass Naslain", "Baagh", "Nadaar Log", "Qaid", "Saat Ring", "Waapasi ka safar", "Nashaib" and
"Faraib". Abdullah Hussain's original name was Muhammad Khan, but he adopted the pen name "Abdullah
Hussain™.His first Short story was published in the magazine "Sawaira™ in Lahore in 1962. The name of this story
was "Naddi". After that he wrote some stories e.g "Samandar”, "Jala Watan™ and "Phul Ka Badan™ but soon he
started writing novels. He also wrote novels in English. He also translated his famous novel "Udass Naslain" into
English as "Weary the Generations".
"Udass Naslain" is Abdullah Hussain's novel that became his identity. This novel was first published in 1963. For
this novel, he started the work of acquiring material five years ago. Later on another two years were spent
compiling the material. Thus, after a long efforts of seven years, the novel completed. This novel has four parts.
The first part has titled "British India". 11 more sub-headings have been established under this section. This section
contains the statement of the British Government. The second part of the novel is titled "Hindustan". In this section
sub-heading numbers 12 to 38 are written. This section summarizes how Indians came out of British slavery. The
third part is entitled "Batwara" in which 8 more sub-headings have been established. This section summarizes
how Pakistan and India emerged on the world map after partition. The fourth and final part of the novel is entitled
"lkhtitamiya". In this section, 4 more sub-topics have been added to make 50 complete sub-headings. The story
narrated in this novel is started from 1910 to 1947.Abdullah Hussain's words about this novel are as under:
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The summary of the novel is as follows: Naeem, the main character of the novel, comes to a city Roshan Mahal
after completing his education, where he meets a girl named Azra. After a few meetings, love is established
between the two. Thus, the series continues. In the novel, romance begins. Naeem returns to the village with
another character Ayaz Beg after some time. The novel also describes the culture and beauty of Punjab. There are
also disasters of partition of India. In the novel, the conversation of Englishmen is also shown. The second part
"India" begins. Naeem sees the ravages of war in Germany. In the novel, the "Incident of Jallianwala Bagh" is
also described and its effects in the story. In the third part, Naeem is shown to be involved in book friendship and
education ministry. The Civil Disobedience Movement, Lord Mountbatten's Conferences, Declaration of
Independence and Police Actions, all these are shown. Running of all people from "Roshan Poor", traveling on
trains, desecration of women and many other incidents are described in the novel.
In the last part of the novel, after the partition of India, when this convoy reaches Lahore, the challenges of the
new country are written. "Udas Naslain" is an interesting novel about the events of partition of India. His
characters portray real life. Regarding this novel, Dr. Afzal Butt writes:
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The effects of partition of India are fully visible in the novel. Abdullah Hussain writes in "Udass Naslain":
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Apart from Naeem and Azra, Roshan Agha, Najmi and Masood appear as secondary characters in the the novel.
Most of the characters in the novel are dynamic, alive. Since the history of a particular era is described in the
novel, the characters have a glimpse of truth and the characters seem closer to real life. It is the quality of the
novelist that he did this. Similarly, Naeem is shown leaving his native profession to come to the city and enter the
political life of the city. Similarly, in the novel, there is a complete description of the activities of the terrorists
regarding the partition of India. An excerpt from the novel is presented
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In this novel, the tragedy of partition has been felt so strongly that Dr. Mutanzar Mehdi writes in this regard:
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Dr. Qamar Raees Expressed that: )
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In the novel, there is also a description of romantic emotions and feelings. Naeem expresses his feelings of love
to Azra. The story of their first meeting is as follows:
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Different classes are seen in this novel, among which landlords, capitalists, farmers and labors are more prominent.
A similar character is Madan and Sheila. Both of them belong to the lower class of Hindus. Madan leaves the
village fed up with the cruelties of the landlord. He loses his life fighting hunger and poverty. His sister Sheila
later becomes a Muslim. She migrates to Pakistan and marries a Muslim name Ali. Thus, they both starts a new
life. Here are the words of ljaz Rahi in this regard: )
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Abdullah Hussain has presented a prominent picture through his imagination in this novel and has successfully
depicted history, but too much historical consciousness is damaging the art of novel. This is the weak point of this
novel that historical technique is used unnecessarily.

As expressed earlier Naeem is the main character of the novel, but there are many flaws in his personality. He is
a lonely person. His deprivations are personal and not collective. They have nothing to do with his generation. In
this novel, there are no sad races but sad individuals whose reasons for sadness are different from each other. They
have neither common confusions nor problems nor are they looking for a common thought. Even their village is
sad. And it is located somewhere on the border of Punjab, that is, its location is not determined. Similarly, when

420



Rahman et al....

the novel moves towards the end, the writer is tired and incoherent. There are long and futile debates on religion,
beliefs and philosophy, long dialogues and monologues which make the story confusing. Another thing is that the
novelist is also troubled by the feeling that no clear point has been set in his mind to solve the problems that have
been described.
In this way, technically, there are many flaws in this novel. There are mistakes in language and style throughout
this novel. Apart from this, the plot of the novel has also weakened due to unnecessary events. At many places,
even a few characters could not fully show their colors. Dr. Sohail Bukhari writes about "Udass Naslain™ as
follows:
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Finally, it is concluded that "Udas Naslain" despite its few flaws is an important addition to the history of Pakistani
Urdu novel and provides full proof of Abdullah Hussain's intellectual and artistic abilities. Moreover, it plays an
important role in Pakistani novels in this regard.
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