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CDA of Bhutto’s Speeches: A Study of Language of Politicians in Pakistan 
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Abstract  

The current study aims to analyze language used by Pakistani politicians while applying Fairclough’s CDA model. 

This study provides theoretical overview how politicians project their ideology while employing certain devices in 

their political discourse. The research examines the strategies such as emotional exploitation, three words theory, art 

of spin, repetition of linguistic choices like pronouns and figures of speech as employed by politicians particularly by 

Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto in his speeches. This article reveals how he applies the rhetorical and persuasive language to 

convince his audience while provoking their emotions to achieve his political aims. The study provides a vivid picture 

of language used by politicians and recommends future researchers to explore other aspects of political genre in 

Pakistan. 

Keywords: Emotional Exploitation, Three sword theory, Art of spin, Linguistic Choices, Language as a power and 

Ideology 

 

1. Introduction  

Language serves as a tool and weapon simultaneously. It is source of expression of the inner of any one and it also 

becomes a source of power. If language is used wisely, it becomes a source of pleasure for the speaker and the listener 

as well but if it is used unwisely it may bring problem for the both. It’s been used for centuries, not only by human 

beings but by non-humans also. People from all the walks of life use it to solve their relevant issues and problems and 

at the same time to create the issues and problems. It gives meanings and shapes to the feelings of the people. People 

who use it to express themselves according to their own point of view, they sometime don’t know that language is 

such a power which expresses inner self of those who use it to express themselves.  The study of the relationship 

between language and political use of language has drawn much attention in the linguistic domain (e.g.,Chilton, 2004; 

Fairclough, 2000; Wilson, 1990). For instance, Wilson (1990) argued that metaphor can perform multi roles; such as 

to think, evaluate, and act in political discourse. Among all the people who use language, the politicians are those 

who utilize it to get their own targets, aim, objects etc. 

Language of politicians includes the language in newspapers, radio and T.V. The speeches of the politicians at public 

gatherings may also be included in politicians’ language. The researcher has selected to analyze the political language 

because the statements published in newspapers, broadcast on radio or telecast on T.V are well prepared and organized 

whereas the speeches at public gatherings are mostly extempore and project the speaker’s ideology more vividly and 

in an explicit way. The reasons to select Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto’s speeches are: 

• Bhutto was very popular among the masses and his popularity is still at peak.  

• He got Prime Ministership and Presidentship and his regime was overthrown. 

After his regime was overthrown he faced legal sues and finally death sentence. The researcher did his level best not 

to be partial and as a neutral observer has conducted his research without any bias. The researcher has analyzed 

politicians’ language to find out how the politicians of Pakistan (especially Bhutto) employ different devices to project 

their ideology through their speeches and get particular objectives.  

1.1. Significance of the Study 

So, the present study will definitely help the masses to understand and analyze politicians’ language in a new way. 

This article will help the masses to take a decision about casting their vote to the right person. This article may also 

be helpful for the masses to understand the ideology presented in the language of politicians whether the politicians 

have some ideology or not. 

 

2. Literature Review 

The researcher selected Bhutto’s speeches because he was the strongest politician with a strong ideology and secondly 

Bhutto’s speeches and language are still being used as a model. In the light of this article, the language of all the 

politicians can be observed and understood. This article is an attempt to analyze, unfold, decode, interpret and 

illustrate the language as used by politicians in Pakistan. This article gives a theoretical overview of research on 

political discourse with particular regard to use of metaphors in political discourse, art of spin, rhetorical devices to 

tempt the public and the use of personal pronoun and repetition. The discourse of political demagogue has been prime 

focus in the earlier studies (e.g., Beard, 2000; Chilton, 2004; Chilton & Schäffner, 1997; De Landtsheer, 1998; Gastil, 

1992). The recent studies have focused on the role of metaphor in political discourse (e.g., De Landtsheer, 1998; 

Lakoff & Johnson, 1980a), how rhetorical devices are employed by politician to invite audience applause (e.g., J. W. 

Atkinson, 1983; Bull & Fetzer, 2006; Duszak, 2002) and the use of pronoun (e.g., Bull & Fetzer, 2006; Duszak, 2002; 
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Fairclough, 2001; Gastil, 1992; Wilson, 1990). While examining the above mentioned aspects of research on political 

discourse, the present article is designed to tempt the other researchers to use these theoretical frameworks in their 

researches. Now the researcher will elaborate the terms Discourse, Interactional Discourse and Critical Discourse 

Analysis (CDA). 

2.1. Discourse 

The term ‘Discourse’ means the use of language in context. Zelling Harris (1957) was the first person who used the 

term ‘Discourse Analysis’ (DA) in his analysis of an advertisement. He interpreted two possible areas of discourse 

analysis: firstly, descriptive linguistics; secondly, correlating culture and language (Harris, 1957) as cited in 

Cook,1989). DA considers how language users make sense of text; understands what speakers mean despite what 

they say; recognizes connected discourse as opposed to jumbled or incoherent one; and effectively takes part in the 

complex activity called conversation (Yule, 1996). 

2.2. Interactional Discourse (ID) 

Discourse analysis, conversation analysis and interaction analysis are closely connected in linguistic investigation of 

a language. (Nunan, 1992) states that the distinction between them is that of emphasis rather than category e.g., 

discourse analysis studies textual factors such as cohesive devices and the ways in which speech acts like requesting, 

inviting and apologizing are performed and interpreted within coherent discourse. Conversational analysis 

investigates turn-taking, repair strategies, the resolution of ambiguity, speaker selection and topical relevance. 

Discourse analysis is concerned with rhetorical elements while conversation analysis with social activities and 

interaction analysis with linguistic and non-linguistic aspects of spoken language.  

2.3. Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) 

CDA is a branch of Discourse Analysis. In CDA the term critical, is a theoretical concept. The term shows that the 

researcher must bring to light the ideology hidden in the discourse. The term ‘Critical’(and the associated term 

critique) refers to human matters, interconnections and chains of cause and effect that may be distorted out of vision 

(Fairclough, 1998). (Gramsci, 1971b) and (Althusser, 1971a) both have emphasized the importance of ideology and 

reinforce their social structural relations with modern societies. Critical Linguists / discourse theorists have developed 

a radically different form of analysis which inflects the term discourse differently (Mills, 2002). 

 

3. Research Methodology 

Qualitative Data of the present study has been presented through words and analyzed through thematic exploration. 

Therefore, method has been consciously manipulated for the study in hand. The figure below shows the study depends 

on eclectic method. The qualities benefited from the approach are encircled in the given figure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adapted from (O'Leary, 2005). 

 

The study is Qualitative as the analysis has been performed by the interpretative and thematic exploration by applying 

Fairclough’s model. 

3.1. Framework of the Study 

The theories of Althusser, Gramsci, Foucault and Fairclough have been applied to analyze the data. Especially 

Fairclough’s three-dimensional theory as a model has been applied. The researcher has considered the theories of 

Foucault (1981) Althusser (1971) Gramsci (1980) Sara Mill (1996) and Norman Fairclough (1995). 

Paradigm/ Assumptions: 

Subjectivism, interpretivism, 

Constructivism  

Methodology: 

Ethnomethodology, 

Phenomenology, ethnography, 

Action research, inductive, 

Subjective, idiographic, intuitive 

Analysis: 

Thematic exploration 

Methods: small-scale, interviewing, 

observation, document analysis 

Data Type: Qualitative 
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The Three-Dimensional Analysis of discourse [adapted from Fairclough, Norman. 1992. Discourse and Social Change 

(Page 93, Figure 5-2). Cambridge: Polity Press] 

3.2. Data Collection 

Data has been collected from internet and a book named “Bhutto ki Awaz”(Ujin & Goundi, 1988). 

In the following section, this article is divided into six sections. 1.Emotional exploitation, 2. Repetition of 

Three-word theory. 3.Art of spin. 4.Linguistic choices5. Language as a power, 6. Ideology. 

 

4. Data Analysis and Findings 

Here the researcher has discussed and described above mentioned six points, analyzing Bhutto’s speeches while 

applying Critical Discourse Analysis of speeches of Bhutto to public gatherings at different occasions. 

4.1. Emotional Exploitation 

Emotions are a great power to force or derive people in any direction. Sometime emotions become weak point of 

someone. Emotions can be used to use people. And language is the best source to express and exploit emotions. 

Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary defines language as… “The system of communication in speech & writing 

that is used by people of a particular country” (Hornby, 2007). 

We use language to encode and decode information and it takes us to “Natural Languages” especially to human beings. 

Language is a cognitive faculty of human and it creates and uses language in an appropriate way. Language is also 

regarded an organized system of symbols with semantics and logical meanings. If we do analyze language technically, 

it may be regarded as a “thought” without communication or expression. According to Western Philosophy, language 

is related to “reason”. According to Ancient Greek Philosophy the word “logos” was used for language or speech and 

reason while the philosopher Hobbes (1962) used the word “speech” as reason. 

Bhutto assures the people that PPP will be with the masses and calls them force. He reminds the masses that being in 

majority they deserve to rule the country. People’s curiosity about language, its operation and origin take us not only 

to Plato and Aristotle but also to Greek and Indian philosophers. The vitality of language is determined by various 
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roles of language in human life and it is the only tool to express human thoughts. For example, at present we can find 

a lot of languages in the world, expressing thoughts, literature and ways of life. Today language is the cause or source 

of progress and prosperity in the world. 

 

Original Text Translation Item Analysis 

 

Your own party, Pakistan Peoples’ 

Party (PPP), will always remain 

with the public forces.  

Created identity. 

Use of pronoun.  

Personal to public. 

 

The labourers, farmers, students, 

and the poor people are the real 

forces. These people are the real 

representatives of the country. 

Created Identity. 

 

This country belongs to these people 

who are the owner of its destiny, nor 

a few people. 

Hegemony. 

Exploitation to win sympathies. 

Sisterlike relationship.  

 

“There is the importance we attach to language as a means of understanding ourselves and our society and resolving 

some of the problems and tensions that arise from human interactions” Crystal (1991). 

4.2. Three Word Theory 

The politicians always employ certain devices and tactics to inculcate ideas. K. Atkinson and Atkinson (2003) 

considers it a list of Three Word Theory, 

“Repetition and contrast are frequently used together as a rhetorical device.” 

This list of three is very attractive because it exists in different cultures and gives a sense of compactness and unity. 

For example, Atkinson mentions the slogan of Labour Party “Education, Education, Education”. Similarly, the Quaid-

e-Azam raised a slogan “Work, Work and Work”. In this slogan we find a repetition and it motivates the masses. The 

Quaid had another slogan “Unity, Faith, Discipline”. In this slogan we find a contrast and not repetition. In this 

connection, Zulifikar Ali also raised a slogan “Roti, Kapra aur Makan”. The American president Borak Hussain 

Obama had a slogan “Change we Need”. It is another example of the three-word slogan or theory. 

 

Original Text Content  Item Analysis 

 

Awakened the people, changed 

their way of thinking and 

revolutionized their way of 

judgment.  This was the purpose 

of the struggle of the party.  

Three words theory 

  Bhutto’s slogan 

 

Get their children educated, have 

health facilities, have suitable or 

proper place to live. 

Three words slogan. 

Sisterlike relationship. 

 

 

Listen, those who have no food 

to eat, no clothes to wear, no 

house to live in. 

Three words slogan.  

 

These slogans are not merely the words but have a deep philosophy in them. The real importance of these words is in 

the way they are uttered. The way the speakers use them to exploit by employing conversational tactics such as pitch, 

rhythm, loudness, intonation, context and the situation, has a vital role in casting spell on the masses. 

4.3. The Art of Spin 

The politicians who present facts to the media are considered as Spin Doctors by the public relation experts in 

America. The word “spin” has been taken from baseball in America (and current in Pakistan). The word “spin” is a 
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pitcher’s technique (in Pakistan bowler’s technique) to deceive the opponents. In Pakistan politicians use this 

technique to deceive and exploit the audience or opponents.  

The art of spin is used in speech by giving different coloring or by targeting a figure in different ways. So, spin is 

often used to get credit or blame others. So, these things, credit or blame, are achieved by either emphasizing or by 

minimizing the role. 

 

Original Text Content  Item Analysis 

 
I feel proud that students are 

with me. 

 

Art of Spin. 

 

So, what if students don’t have 

right to vote, Country and 

Nation’s Future is in their 

hands.  

 Power of language. 

 

We are fighting against the 

capitalists and their cat’s paws,  

Art of spin. 

 

 

 

With your own efforts, these 

currents of storms, the famine 

of truth, this inertia, this stress, 

all these will end up in the 

lightening of coming years. 

 Art of spin. 

 

 

Today those people, who don’t 

have even the remote relation 

with the public, are occupying 

the throne.  

 

Art of spin. 

 

The public of Pakistan is 

struggling for democracy. 

People express their opinions 

in democracy. 

General to particular. 

Art of spin. 

 

We will shun off capitalists 

and feudalists.  

Art of spin. 

 

 

O Allama Iqbal! Behold, I 

have awakened the people of 

your world.  

 Use of Apostrophe. 

Art of spin.  

 

4.4. Linguistic Choices 

Technically human language is regarded as a “thought” even without communication or expression. According to 

Western Philosophy, language is   related to “reason” and it is human way of using symbols. According to Ancient 

Greek Philosophy the word “logos” was a term for language or speech and reason while the philosopher Hobbes 

(1962) regarded the word “speech” as reason.  This Language or speech as a reason is used in variety of ways. It’s 



Ali et al…. 

 

421 

 

used to develop certain connections between the speaker and the listeners in the form of sisterlike relation, use of 

pronoun and metaphor. 

4.4.1. The Sisterlike Relationship 

The politicians while using the political strategies develop a relationship between themselves and audience. During a 

speech they construct an imaginary community where they and the audience are the members. This relationship is 

regarded a “synthetic sisterhood” by Atkinson (2009). Brown and Levinson (1987)write, 

“This kind of friendly behaviour, the signaling of closeness and interest in another person, is sometimes 

known as being positively polite.” 

This type of relationship demands the attention of the speaker and the audience. The politeness from the speaker 

contributes in developing an informal relationship.  

 

Original Text Content  Item Analysis  

 

They get their children educated; 

have health facilities, and proper 

place to live. 

Three words slogan. 

Sisterlike relationship. 

 

 

Do they not deserve the luxuries 

of life? Do they not feel pain and 

suffering? Do they have not 

desires?  

Exploitation. 

Emotional Urge. 

Sisterlike relationship.   

 

I represent majority of people and 

they (opponent) are of usual 

minority.  

Use of Figurative language. 

Sisterlike relationship. 

 

People of Pakistan want 

democracy and we’ve struggled 

for it.  

Use of pronoun. 

Sisterlike relation. 

 

4.4.2. The Shift from Personal to Public &Public to Personal 

The politicians sometimes shift from personal to public and vice versa, during a speech This process of shifting gives 

birth to personalities. The politicians use different expressions, gestures and language in different styles to establish 

a synthetic or artificial personality. While shifting, the speakers adopt different behaviours, sometimes normal, 

humble and sometimes authoritative. 

 

Original Text Content  Item Analysis 

 

Your own party, Pakistan 

People’s Party, will always 

remain with the public forces.  

Created identity. 

Use of pronoun.  

Personal to public. 

 

4.4.3. The Role of Pronouns in the Political language 

The pronouns have prominent and indispensable role in the language of politicians. They are mostly used to persuade 

or address the audience. With the appropriate use of pronouns, the speaker can easily influence the audience and can 

get the required result. For instance, the use of 1st person pronouns “we, our, us” gives a sense of sharing or 

collectiveness. By the use of the 1st person pronoun, the speaker tries to persuade the listeners according to his/her 

point of view. While the use of 2nd person pronouns “you, your, yours” gives a sense that the listeners are being 

addressed. So, with the right use of pronouns the politicians draw the attention of the public and get their sympathies 

and easily win their favour. 

4.4.4. Use of Figurative Language 

4.4.4.1. The Power of Metaphors 

Beard (2000)writes, “Both politicians, and those who report politics, use these metaphors.” 

Metaphors refer to when a word or a phrase is used which establishes a comparison between one idea and another. 

“Recent work on semantics in English has investigated the place of metaphor in everyday speech.” 

Goatly (1997) 
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Metaphors are deeply embedded in the way we construct the world around us and the way the world is constructed 

for us by the people in our surrounding. Two common sources of metaphors in politics are “sports” and “war”. Both 

these sources involve physical contest of some sort. For instance, in Britain, boxing metaphor is particularly common, 

which conveys a sense of aggression and toughness. Lakoff and Johnson (1980b) write about the British Election of 

1997. 

 

Original Text Content  Item Analysis 

 

Your own party, Pakistan 

People’s Party, will always 

remain with the public forces.  

Created identity. 

Use of pronoun.  

Personal to public. 

 

We are fighting against the 

capitalists and their cat’s paws,  

Art of spin. 

Use of pronoun. 

 

People of Pakistan want 

democracy and we struggled for 

it.  

Use of pronoun. 

Sisterlike relation. 

 

The optimists blame us of 

extremism and tell the masses that 

extremism is an unwise and 

harmful policy. We don’t hesitate 

in admitting that we are 

extremists.  

Use of pronoun. 

Sisterlike relationship. 

 

“When the British Election of 1997 was announced, one newspaper had the headline. The Gloves 

are off, suggesting not boxing, but a bare-knuckle fight.”  

Similarly, in the USA, metaphors for baseball are abound in politics i.e, “a whole new ball game,” “a ball park figure”, 

“to play ball,” or to be “back at first base” can be presented as a few examples. In the same way the politicians in 

Pakistan, usually use “cricket metaphors”. For instance, after his being acquitted from the cases, Asif Ali Zardari gave 

a statement in the newspapers that if the next general elections are held fair, PPP will perform in the style of Shahid 

Afridi. Gibbs Jr (1994)points out that metaphors from sports and war are:  

“not rhetorical devices for talking about politics, for the exemplify how people ordinarily conceive 

of politics ------ for instance metaphors from sports and war often delude people into believing that 

negotiation and compromise are forbidden by the rules.” 

In this way, it can be said that because so much language which surrounds political issues is rooted in metaphors of 

war, contest or sport --- that if we had not been consciously aware of these roots, we would have then no idea that 

politics could be anything other than confrontation. Sometimes metaphors are used to replace the name of something 

with something else that is connected to it, without being the whole thing. For instance, the US President, Government 

and advisors are sometimes replaced by the much simpler term “The White House”. Similarly, in Britain, the British 

Royal Family is replaced by “The Buckingham Palace.” In Pakistan, any announcement on behalf of President or 

Prime minister or foreign office is announced as “The Islamabad said …” 

Metaphors affect the audience’s perception of and attitude to the original thing. For instance, if a US politician says 

that the white House today threatened Iran with military action, here the metaphor “the White House” replaces the 

president of USA and his advisors, and.  

“When analyses are used, therefore, the reader must not just accept them but must evaluate their 

strength as a price of argument.” Beard (2000) 

 

Original Text Content  Item Analysis 

 

O people! Change this long night 

of cruelty into the everlasting 

brightness at last.  

Use of figurative language. 

 

 

Today these worms are gradually 

capturing all the resources of 

country’s wealth.  

Use of figurative language. 
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5.4.4.2. The Role of Metaphors 

“Metaphoric expressions tend to be organized in chain across texts”. Koller (2003) 

However, a question is raised what roles the metaphoric expressions play in different parts of a text as well as in 

relation to each other, or what cognitive scenarios these expressions evolve from their chains.  

Halliday (1978) distinguishes between the following three meta functions of language: in its interpersonal function, 

language serves to constitute and negotiate social identities and relations; at the level of clause, this function results 

in the clause being “organized as an interactive event [in which] the speaker adopts for himself a particular speech 

role, and in doing so assigns to the listener a complementary role which he wishes him to adopt in his turn” Halliday 

(1994), Finally, the textual function of language is defined as “creating relevance to context” Halliday (1994), or 

providing cohesion to a text. 

We apply the above mentioned meta-functions of language to metaphors in the following lines. 

Applying the first Hallidayan function of language to metaphor, we can quote here (Norman, 1989)Fairclough as he 

notes “metaphor can help to convey ideology”. 

“Metaphors [....] highlight and make coherent certain aspects of our experience [....] metaphors 

may create realities for us, especially social realities”. Lakoff and Johnson (1980b). 

It shows that both Fairclough and Lakoff hint at metaphors’ role in constituting social identities and relations.  

Applying the second Hallidayan function of language to metaphor, we can say that metaphor works at conceptual 

level. It entails that metaphor-as-exchange functions to construct the position of text producer and text recipient. It, 

thus, establishes a relation between them, and this relation is established by the text producer alone. To proceed 

further, we can say that language can be seen as an ideational device that conveys representational meaning. Thus, it 

helps to construct reality from a particular point of view. 

Applying the third Hallidayan function of language to metaphors, it can be said that it pertains to its linguistic 

reflection as metaphoric expression. Metaphor as message thus exhibits some form of organization giving the text the 

status of a communicative event. 

Apart from the above-mentioned discussion, it seems important to point out that metaphoric expressions most 

importantly play out in chains across the text. Halliday (1978) states that text is “actualized meaning potential”; text 

is like a syntagmatic chain of slots to be filled with paradigmatic choices. What fillers are chosen depends as much 

on the text producer’s perceived identity as discourse participant as it does on the goals, he/she wishes to achieve with 

that particular choice, and on his/her anticipation of reader’s responses. These mechanisms determining the choice of 

fillers again reflect the interpersonal, ideational and textual functions. The filler slots can be lexical, grammatical or 

stylistic. Metaphoric expressions may cluster in different slots of the text, and their clustering in different slots make 

them perform different functions. For instance, when metaphoric expressions cluster at the beginning of a text, they 

actualize an ideational function by introducing the topic as defined by a particular metaphor. Such an initial cognitive 

representation helps to set the agenda the author / speaker has in his / her mind. When metaphors bundle in mid-text, 

on the other hand, they realize an interpersonal function by arguing the authors’ case. Finally, when metaphors cluster 

towards the end of the text, they work interpersonally as well: by helping author/speaker to re-instantiate and reinforce 

his/her particular metaphoric construction (s) and this drive the point home to their readers / audience. Thus, 

metaphors with end weight very much serve a persuasive function. 

The metaphoric usages are a byproduct of the speakers’ idiosyncratic communication style. When these byproducts 

occur in clusters, they suggest that the author/speaker wants to present an alternative interpretation of the topic. For 

this purpose, he/she may use a super ordinate metaphor or even use various subordinate metaphors to give an 

interpretation of the super ordinate metaphor. In such cases, it seems likely that the author/speaker may continue using 

the metaphors for a number of sentences, enough to produce a recognizable cluster. Thus, the cluster represents the 

intent of the author/speaker to explain a topic.  

5.5. Language as a Power 

The Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary defines power as ---------- “The ability or opportunity to do something or 

strength or influence in a particular area of activity” Sally Wehmeier (2009). 

So, the term power is generally linked with physical strength and its absence means the absence of that strength. The 

holders of power can work wonders in both positive and negative sense. In this scenario the politicians use this power 

in such a way that the individuals or masses who are being victimized cannot understand the motives of their political 

leaders in their activities they are performing. Some politicians use power of language by creating such atmosphere 

that the masses consider that the things are going in the favour of the people but actually the politicians fulfill their 

own objectives. 

In the light of above mentioned thought, the Modernists assert that power is a vague term which cannot be associated 

with a single quality. They say that power can be produced from different sources i.e., weapons or the ownership of 

some production. These theorists hold this belief that power has many dimensions such as class, group, race, ethics, 

gender and religion etc. Power is a multi-dimensional phenomenon. In this connection, the complexity in the modern 

concept of power can be seen through Foucault’s phrase about power. “A Net-Like Organization” K. Atkinson and 

Atkinson (2003) say, 
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“Power in Foucault’s view … is a force and an effect which exists and circulates in a web of social interaction”.    

So in the light of modern concept power is something that is exercised through a net like organization and individuals 

circulate not only in this organization but also exercise or utilize it .Foucault (1980) says that the individuals are not 

only its inert or consenting target but are also the elements of its articulation. In other words, individuals are the 

vehicles of power, not its point of application. In the light of Foucault’s definition, individuals are tools to utilize 

power and they are medium to use power. 

 

Original Text Content  Item Analysis 

 

Your own party, Pakistan People’s 

Party, will always be with the public 

forces.  

Created identity. 

 

These forces are the labourers, 

farmers, students, and the poor people 

from here. These very people are the 

representatives of this country. 

Created identity. 

Metaphor (people are called 

force) 

 

We are fighting against the capitalists 

and their cat’s paws,  

Art of spin. 

Use of pronoun & Metaphor. 

 

And I believe that the ultimate success 

will be of the masses. 

Use of pronoun. 

Exploitation of language. 

 

The battle of the masses against the 

certain minority of capitalists and 

their followers will be till the time, 

unless this group loses its cruel 

dominance.  

 Exploitation of language. 

Power of language  

 
They are the master of the fate of the 

country.  

Created identity. 

 

“Language is a primarily human and non-instinctive method of communicating ideas, emotions and desires by means 

of a system of voluntarily produced symbols” Sapir (1921). 

In Chrisholm (1911) Vol. 13 Language is defined as 

“A system of conventional, spoken or written symbols by means of which human beings, as members of social group 

and participants in its culture, communicate” 

Language is the species specific and species uniform possession of man. It is present every-where in our thoughts and 

dreams, tears and laughter, prayers and meditations, relations and communication, utterance and silence. The power 

of language is very effective. Sweet (1900) says,  

“Language may be defined as the expression of thought by means of speech sounds”  

So, language is a weapon and we must use it in an apt way otherwise the power of language can destroy us and words 

can slap our face and punch our body. “Power is more than an authoritative voice in decision making; its 

strongest form may well be the ability to define social reality, to impose visions of the world. Such visions are 

inscribed in language and enacted in interaction” Gal (1991). 

5.6. Hegemony 

According to Strinati (2014) fundamentally the Dominant groups in society, not exclusively the ruling class, maintain 

their dominance with the 'spontaneous consent' of the subordinate groups, including the working class, through the 

negotiated construction of a political and ideological consensus which incorporates both dominant and dominated 

groups.  

 “Power refers to the attempt by dominant groups in society to win the consent of subordinate groups and to achieve 

compromise equilibrium in ruling over them” Gramsci (1971a). 

5.7. Ideology  

According to the Oxford advanced learner’s dictionary ideology is, “A set of beliefs especially one held by a particular 

group that influences the way people behave” Sally Wehmeier (2009)4.  Althusser (1971b), the follower of Marx, was 

the first person who elaborated the concept of ideology. Althusser (1971b) in his book “Ideology & Ideological State 

Apparatuses” writes that language is a source to project an ideology to govern individuals by the ideological state 

                                                           
4 Oxford Advanced Learner’s 
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apparatuses, which is in the interest and benefit of the ruling class. These ideological state apparatuses are the shrines, 

holy places, schools, family, the political system, the law, trade union, the media, culture and tradition.  Politicians 

always depend upon language to express ideology. “Ideologies are primarily located in the unsaid (implicit 

propositions).” Fairclough (1998). 

 

Original Text Content Item Analysis 

 

This country belongs to these 

people and they are the owner of 

its destiny, nor a few people. 

Hegemony.  

 

Be assured, the ultimate triumph 

will be of the masses. 

Hegemony. 

Political strategy (future hope). 

 

No power of the world can stop 

people’s triumph. 

Universal reality.  

Hegemony. 

 

What is the condition of the 

majority of the country…….? 

Exploitation 

Emotional Urge   

Hegemony  

 

Original Text Translation Researcher’s Finding 

 

Such economic system can set up 

equality for all the people 

Bhutto’s philosophy in favour of 

socialism. 

 

 

Any developing country which has 

been exploited internally & 

externally can get liberty through 

socialism. 

Projection of ideology in Favour 

of socialism.  

 

Implicitly the ideology is used to enhance the interest of a specific class and not of the common class. So, one aspect 

of ideology is quite vivid and important here that ideology is never projected in explicit form but always in implied 

form. Ideology can also be considered as a system of meanings and values. The form in which consciousness is at 

once expressed and controlled, as Raymond Williams has defined it: "...a mistaken interpretation of how the world 

actually is." Williams (1992). 

 

6. Conclusion 

In conclusion, this article provides a vivid and profound insight to understand the political speeches and their 

language. The present study presents the devices Pakistani politicians use through language and get their objectives 

while employing Emotional exploitation, Repetition of Three-word theory, Art of spin, linguistic choices like sister 

like relationship, use of Personal pronoun, metaphor, and language as a power to express their Ideology. The study 

throws light on the fact that the politicians and specially seasoned ones are well versed in handling the situation with 

the help of language. 
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