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Abstract 

This paper delves into the complex landscape of populism in Pakistani politics during the post-Musharraf era, spanning from 

2008 to 2023. Beginning with a theoretical exposition of populism, the study examines the core principles and characteristics 

that define this political phenomenon. It dissects the various types of populism, highlighting the diverse approaches employed 

by leaders and movements to mobilize support. The historical context of populism in Pakistan is explored, shedding light on 

the country's flirtations with populist leaders and movements over the years. A particular focus is placed on religious populism 

within the nation, examining how religious leaders have harnessed populist sentiments for political influence. In the post-

Musharraf period, a significant shift in the political landscape is analyzed, revealing the emergence of new populist figures 

and movements. This section explores how populism has adapted to the evolving socio-political dynamics in Pakistan, 

especially in the realms of governance, opposition, and public sentiment. Through a comprehensive exploration of these 

themes, this study offers valuable insights into the ever-evolving world of populism within Pakistan's political sphere, 

highlighting its significance and impact on the nation's democratic processes and governance. 
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1. Introduction  

The political organization is established to strive for granting better service delivery system which is also known as social 

welfare constitutionalism. But the lack of interest of the political organization into the social welfare led to contemporary 

populism (Demertzis, 2019). The domestic politics became so static that it froze the political system with limited chances of 

flexibility due to the indifferent attitude of the political elite. This led to phenomenon of populism which tried to change the 

existing socio-political setup by arousing the civil community through their desired manifestos (Tushnet, 2019). There are 

different triggers which led to establish the populism. For example, the political elites were found to be engaged with corrupt 

practices. Over the period of time, the statistics showed that they performed little for the national developments but their 

personal monetary assets grew marvelously. On the other hand, such political elite also employed the political power for the 

personal gains which is again ethically wrong. They directly engaged with the regional and global trade organizations and 

granted more benefits to their close ones and neglected the equal approach of social welfare (Gidron & Bart, 2013).  

Political elite also paved away the equal economic system and promoted the economic inequality, which is contrary to their 

promises (Jaffrelot & Louise, 2017). All of their commitments which they made before the public proved false and could not 

prosper the material well-being of the masses. Hence, the bad governance or poor performance of the political elites, which 

provide a way for an emerging political power to take on the same responsibilities on whom the masses rely (Tushnet, 2019), 

mainly drives the political populism.  

1.1. Theoretical exposition of Populism  

Populism is a vague concept which does not have a proper defining rather it varies from author to author. For example, 

Mouffe (2016) stated that “Populism is not an ideology or a political regime and cannot be attributed to a specific 

programmatic content”. Accordingly, populism is a collective action which aims to take power to accomplish the political 

tasks in better way.  

Populism is a political way which may take different forms depending on the eras and places. When the people are fed up 

with the existing political structure, they strive for the better options. Under such circumstances, normally a new political 

organization under the leadership of a charismatic political leader steps forward and motivates the masses to lead them to the 

right way (Mouffe, 2005). The idea of populism is closely associated with democracy. Democratic political system is largely 

popular among the countries in the contemporary period (Derrida, 1988). It is committed to establish an equal social, 

economic and political system but there is difference between theory and practice because the democratic political setups are 

also not performing according the democratic values. In the absence of democratic performance, the popular will is raised 

which is known as populism (Arditi, 2007).  

Populism also has relation with democracy because it is based on a political system closely linked with democratic process. 

Democracy is a system which believes to establish a government system based on the popular will through the direct votes. 

The same is concern associated with populism where popular vote is casted through referendum and plebiscite (Moffitt, 

2016). The major difference between populism and democracy is related with the poor performance of parliament which is 

replaced with popular leader. The major aim of populism is to grant more services to the people based on meritocracy (Norris, 

1997).  
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Through the regular inadequate political practices, there is created a gap between the common people and the political elites. 

The political elites segregate themselves from the common people because they consider themselves superior than the 

ordinary society so in order to get rid of such political services, the wave of populism is initiated. In such circumstances, 

generally it is assumed that populism is the only solution of such political chaos, internal and external problems, immigration 

and other concerned areas (Skocpol & Williamson, 2012). 

Populism is not an autocratic or self-made political system rather more than like democratic setup as the leadership is elected 

through the democratic system of direct votes. The leadership has the main role in populism because he/she motivates the 

people to stand and raise their voices against the tyranny policies of the political elites. The leadership highlights the 

corruption of the political which arouse the common people through political awareness. Media especially the social media 

chiefly adopted by the leadership to promote its political manifesto among the civil society (Skocpol & Williamson, 2012). 

Populism is nothing without the nomination of the main leadership. All of the policies and initiatives are encircled around 

the leadership. It sets the political trends in the society through pointing out the undemocratic means had been adopted by 

the pervious political leadership (Laclau, 2005). In the light of the above explanation, it is found that populism clearly opposes 

the idea of political elitism, aristocracy and plutocracy and strives to establish a political system based on popular will. The 

popular will in the sense of actual populism not like the democracy of the mere name.  

1.2. Types of Populism  

Populism is not a recent phenomenon rather it established soon after the malpractices of the democratic governments. 

Throughout the history, different initiatives have been taken regarding the popular political culture. Populism is an abstract 

concept which divided into different types. Following are prominent types of populism.  

• Agrarian populism  

• Reactionary populism  

• Populist democracy  

• Populist socialism  

1.2.1. Agrarian Populism  

As the name depicts that this type of populism is linked with the agrarian movements. The agrarian populism refers to the 

populist movements led by the farmers and their allies. Along with the farmers, the labor unions were also part of such 

populism. The agrarian populism notably started during the 19th century. The prominent examples of agrarian populism 

include the Narodniks in Russia and Populist Party of USA. The objective of agrarian populism is to oppose the exploiting 

policies and laws against the farmers and unions related to agrarianism because through such unjust policies and laws the 

people in power gain more advantages than the farmers and workers who actually work hard.  

1.2.2. Reactionary Populism  

Reactionary populism is intended to reverse the political changes. Reactionary is an individual (a popular political leader) 

who is committed to restore the society in the pervious state which was according to the demands of the people but later it 

had been undermined by the political elitism. The reactionary populism is perceived mainly in the right-wing-populism which 

is synonymous with radical rights. The reactionary populism is linked with anti-immigration and extreme nationalism 

policies. The steps taken by ex-US President Donald Trump are also taken in the reactionary populism (Tatlic, 2017). 

Reactionary populism is also associated with nostalgia because it aims to gain the previous state which is considered 

comparatively better than the present society.   

1.2.3. Populist Democracy  

Populist democracy refers to engage and mobilize the people to take part in the political setup. The objective of populist 

democracy is to enhance the political awareness in the civil society so that they may choose their suitable candidates. Under 

this type of populism, the more efforts are made to register the votes and also to hold referendum (Takis, 2014).  

1.2.4. Populist Socialism  

Populist socialism or socialist populism is more left-wing populism. This type of populism strongly opposes the capitalism 

and favors of socialism or communism. Populist socialism is more traditional or orthodox approach which is inclined towards 

the collective ideas known as socialism. Populist socialism possess both dark and progressive aspects. It depends on the 

actors working on behalf of populist socialism either they take it in accordance to progressive or darks sides.  

1.3. Approaches to the study of populism 

Study of populism is often based on multiple approaches as delineated by key theorist. Following are some key approaches 

to the study of populism. 

1.4. LacLauan Approach 

The Laclauan approach to populism is rooted in the work of the Argentine political theorist Ernesto Laclau. This approach 

emphasizes the role of discourse and political rhetoric in the construction of populist movements. It suggests that populism 

emerges when a charismatic leader or movement successfully constructs a political identity that unites diverse social demands 

into a single, antagonistic "people" pitted against an "establishment" or "enemy." 
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1.5. Socio-Economic Approach 

The socio-economic approach to populism focuses on the economic dimensions of populist movements. It emphasizes the 

grievances of economically disadvantaged or marginalized groups and their demands for economic justice. Socio-economic 

populism often involves calls for wealth redistribution, protection of workers' rights, and resistance to economic inequality. 

1.6. Folkloric Approach 

The folkloric approach to populism emphasizes the use of cultural symbols, traditions, and myths to construct a sense of 

collective identity among a specific nation or community. Leaders or movements employing this approach often invoke 

historical narratives and cultural elements to create a strong emotional connection with their followers. 

1.7. Ideational Approach 

The ideational approach to populism examines the ideological foundations and ideas that underlie populist movements. It 

emphasizes the role of political ideas, discourse, and ideologies in shaping populist narratives. This approach explores how 

populism can be driven by both left wing and right-wing ideological elements. 

 

2. History of Populism in Pakistan  

When it comes to the perspective of Pakistan, there are also many characters who became popular in the religion-political 

spheres. Normally Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto is named as the most popular leader in the history of Pakistan but history of Pakistan 

starts from 1947 not 1971. Therefore, before the Bhutto there were also some popular leaders from the East Pakistan as well. 

The first populist leader in the history of Pakistan was A. K. Fazal Haq. He was popular leader even before the partition 

period because he had been prime minster of Bengal twice. After the partition, he rose as the populist leader who got fame 

due to his anti-elite campaign not only against the Muslim landlords but also the Hindus as well.  

Maulana Bhashani was another populist from East Pakistan. He also raised his voice against the feudalism and elitism in the 

Pakistan politics. He also motivated the masses to put pressure on the authoritarianism in the politics through their collective 

voices. His populist approach falls under the agrarian populism because me mainly targeted the Bengali peasants because the 

poor peasants were oppressed by the polices of political elites.  

After Bhashani, Fatiam Jinnah rose as the most popular leader in both the east and west Pakistan. Being the sister of Jinnah, 

she was equally popular among the people of both eastern and western Pakistan. Her voice is also considered important 

because she challenged the authoritarian rule of Ayyub Khan. Although she could not win the elections against Ayyub Khan 

but she was the most populist leader during sixties in both wings of Pakistan.   

 

3. Religious Populism in Pakistan  

In the case of Pakistan, religious populism is much popular because Pakistan is perhaps the only country in the modern 

nation-state system which came into being in the name of religion (Islam) (Denoeux, 2002). The freedom movement was 

largely motivated to gain better socio-economic opportunities for the Muslims of this region because the domination of the 

Hindus put certain restrictions on the worship. This is why, the religious scholars also participated in the freedom movement 

of Pakistan and it was aimed to establish Pakistan truly in the basis of Islamic Principles.  

Islam is the second largest religion of the contemporary world. The movement of Islamism/Islamization started since the 

promulgation of Objective Resolution (OR). The critical analysis of the Objective Resolution clearly demonstrates that the 

pioneers of Pakistan wanted to establish such state where all of the religious minorities would have equal social standing 

(Butko, 2004). The human rights and rights of the minorities will be protected under the clauses of OR. But unfortunately, 

the orthodox religious scholars termed it differently and just focused on the process of Islamization and neglected the human 

rights (Ismail 2004).  

Islamism is a set of ideologies based on the Islamic as well as the political values. The religious entities made efforts to 

introduce Islamic political ideology. This is because since the partition, all of the major political groups gained the support 

of the religious groups (Yilmaz & Shakil, 2021). The religious groups had much popularity among the common people of 

Pakistan which led to religious populism in Pakistan. For example, after the end of long nightmare of dictatorship, Bhutto 

assumed the power and initiated the slogan of Islamic Socialism (Hadiz, 2018). Under his tenure, the qadiyani were declared 

non-Muslims and it was also made clear that non-Muslim cannot be President or Prime Minister of the country. Bhutto was 

the most populist leader during seventies. Although he had secular outlook but he too had to compromise with the religious 

community of the country.  

Bhutto’s populism is related to left-wing perspective because he tried to gain patronage of the people on the slogan of roti, 

kapra, makaan (Niazi 1987). This slogan was directly related with the poor and deprived class of Pakistan. He also started an 

anti-corruption movement to held the elite politicians accountable before law. Bhutto also adopted anti-west and anti-

capitalistic rhetoric because the military and political elites of Pakistan had relations with capitalism and western blocs 

(Nanda 1972). He initiated the streak of brotherhood among the Muslim countries which also made him populist leader. The 

establishment of Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) was also one of his leading initiatives (Khan, 2003).  
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In the post-Bhutto period, Zia-ul-Haq once again declared martial law in Pakistan and his longest tenure of almost 11 years 

proved the milestone for the process of Islamization. He introduced so many Islamic reforms i.e., Masjid-Maktab schools, 

International Islamic University, Federal Shariah Court, Islamic research centers, Islamic Ideology Council and many others 

(Yilmaz, 2011). It does not mean that process of Islamism is criticized but actually true Islamic values were not patronized 

(Lodhi, 2012). It was an Islamic agenda to gain fame and popularity among the masses because the masses of the country are 

emotionally blackmailed in the name of religion (Snellinger, 2018).  

 

4. Populism in Post-Musharraf Period  

During the Musharraf period, there came a shift of paradigm in the politico-religious populism in Pakistan. The religious 

populism was not given as much adherence as it was in the previous political history of Pakistan (Khan, 2005). Islamism and 

religious populism were tired to keep outside of the parliament. In the reaction of this shift, the religious organs retaliated 

and gave tough time to Musharraf regime. During the whole Musharraf period especially in the post 9/11 period, a wave of 

terrorism stated across the country (Cohen, 2004).  

After the end of Musharraf period, PPP came into power with the sympathetic votes of Benazir Bhutto. Although PPP was 

not as much popular during the pre-murder era of Benazir, the emotional sentiments of the masses gave victory to PPP that 

formed federal government under the leadership of President Zardari. This government cannot be termed as populist because 

the sudden sentiments withered away very soon. Later, PML (N) got popularity whose acceptance among the people was far 

better than PPP. In the meanwhile, a third party (PTI) emerged gradually.  

 

5. Populist Narrative of PTI  

In the post Musharraf period, PTI emerged as the most populist political party in Pakistan. Imran Khan entered in the Pakistani 

politics in 1996. Basically, he was a cricketer and being a cricketer, he is well-known across the globe. He rose as the popular 

cricketer after winning the cricket world cup of 1992 but later he started to take part in national politics through his political 

party PTI. In the start, PTI was a fragile party because Khan himself failed to secure the seat of national assembly but he 

remained committed. He was almost unknown in the national politics till 2008 but his manifesto of anti-corruption and anti-

elitism helped him to penetrate into the national politics (Mir, 2018).  

Prior to PTI’s popularity, there was mainly two-party system in Pakistan i.e., PML (N) and PPP and people had been fed up 

from the mutual traditional rivalry of the both and wanted to bring third political power in country. On the other hand, the 

poor performance of the previous political parties also helped Imran Kahan to emerge as the populist leader (Mufti, 2016). 

Khan adopted the main agenda just like that of Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto as both of them ran their political campaigns in order to 

leverage the poor class of Pakistan. Both of them raised the slogans of anti-elitism and anti-corruption which inspired the 

common people and they established their governments (Paracha, 2019). The post-government performance of both is another 

debate but it is reality that after Bhutto Imran Khan emerged as the most populist leader in Pakistan (Mehdi, 2013).  

The general elections 2013 proved the major breakthrough for Khan as PTI although could not win the majority seats in the 

national assembly but it proved as the second largest political party (Mehdi, 2013). PTI also formed provincial government 

in KPK and posed tough time for government as opposition. Despite, Khan was not in government yet he was being 

considered the populist leader because on his single call thousands of the people used to come out of the home to attend the 

public meeting of Imran Kahan (Mullah, 2017).  

Imran Khan rose as the reformist leader. It was hoped that he will perform better at local and international levels due to his 

outspoken outlook. He was also popularized among the masses because he was already a national hero and did not have 

political background which were a few unique features that helped Khan to rose as populist leader (Abbas, 2018). The earlier 

strategy Khan adopted was anti-establishment and socio-economic populism. He focused on the basic human needs by 

locating the lack of investment’s initiatives regarding the human and educational development. All of the common Pakistani 

wished to have such populist leader who could talk about their problems and needs (Sajid & Latif, 2019).  

Other than the anti-establishment and socio-economic populism, Khan also strongly criticized the dynastic and traditional 

political setup of Pakistan because in the case of Pakistan, the majority of the politicians belong to the dynastic politics which 

does not mean only Sharifs and Bhuttos rather the other members of provincial and national assemblies also belonged to 

dynasty politics (Islam et al, 2019). According to him, such members generally belong to the elite class which does not know 

about the issues and problems of the common people. He wished to establish a new political class based on young and 

energetic members who could serve by heart in their respective jurisdictions. This made Imran Khan as the most populist 

leader in the post-Musharraf period (Abbas, 2018).  

Khan’s populist outlook started to emerge during the Musharraf period when he openly criticized the US drone attacks on the 

people of Pakistan in NWFP. When through speeches and statements, the US drone attacks were not stopped he blocked the 

road which cut of the NATO supply to Afghanistan (Chowdhry & Houreld, 2012).  

As it had already been mentioned above that Pakistani politics remained under the influence of religion. Different political 

leaders and political parties established relations with religious community and adopted the religious touch in political set 
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which helped them to gain the sympathies of masses (Hoodbhoy, 2021). The observance of religious rituals is good but when 

the religious agenda is adopted for political gains, it is not good. Under the PTI political career, religious ideas and Islamism 

are widely used which on some occasions proved true efforts to inculcated Islamic values as but also sometime used as 

political tool. But overall, Khan’s populism was largely religiously motivated as he continued to talk about the Caliphs of 

Islam, Riasat-e-Madina, religious literature and TV dramas etc. (Chowdhry & Houreld, 2012).  

 

6. Major Populist Narratives  

During the political history of Pakistan different populist narratives had been adopted by the populist leaders. The aim of the 

narrative is to change the perception of the citizens and to gain their support in elections. In the contemporary period following 

are the major populist narratives the political leaders are/had been employing.  

6.1. End of Corruption  

End of corruption had been the top priority of every populist narrative in the politico-religious narrative of Pakistan. The tale 

of corruption is as much old as Pakistan itself. First of all, Ayyub Khan charged the corruption cases against the political 

leadership so that he could enjoy the maximum tenure of his rule. Later, Bhutto was also accused of corruption and rigging 

by the opposition alliance. Similarly, both Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif continued to use the narrative of ending of 

corruption in Pakistan. The main narrative of corruption was adopted by Imran Khan whose basic political narrative was to 

disclose the corruption of both PPP and PML (N). This was one of PTI’s major agenda which got fame among the Pakistani 

people who later supported him in general elections of 2018 (Cheema, 2018).  

6.2. Economy  

Every newly established government blames the previous government about the fragileness of economy. In post-Musharraf 

period, PPP remained in power for five years and later PML (N) blamed the PPP government to deteriorate the national 

economy of Pakistan and promised to enhance the economic situation (Bokhari, 2019). In comparing between PPP and PML 

(N) tenures from 2008-2018, the economic situation during PML (N) was better than PPP. But later, PTI fully ran its political 

campaign on the basis of corruption and deteriorated economy. Khan blamed of these political parties of being involved in 

the corruption cases and money laundering which sacked the economic betterment (Kari, 2019). Furthermore, the PDM 

government established for a short period of time also adopted the narrative of economic fragileness and inflation and 

promised to address these issues on priority basis but all in vain.  

6.3. Social Welfare Programs  

Social welfare programs are generally associated with well-being of the citizens. According to the basic principles of 

democracy, it is promised to strive for the development of welfare programs in order to provide better service delivery to the 

people (Ali et al, 2015). In the post-Musharraf period, all of the religious and political parties employed the narrative of social 

welfare programs. PTI government took many initiatives regarding welfare of the community. For example, the Ehsas 

Program during the corona period, Langar Kahna, Panah Gah were some of the few social welfare programs initiated by 

Khan. Although Khan’s these welfare programs were also criticized by the PDM but he continued to take such steps to provide 

better facilities to the poor and homeless people. The most of the welfare programs of the political parties are just pointed out 

during the election campaigns but on concrete level nothing is done as Khan promised to construct millions of the homes and 

provide employment opportunities for the poor and needy people but such dreams did not come true (Mehdi, 2013). Similarly, 

in the previous tenure, Nawaz Sharif promised to establish public hospitals at division level but it again proved false political 

narrative.  

6.4. Economic Inequality  

Addressing the economic inequality is another populist political narrative employed by the political leaders in Pakistan. 

Again, during the period of 2008-2022 Imran Khan is the only populist political leader who committed to end the economic 

inequality among the different social segments of country (Looney, 2008). On the other side, religious groups also adopted 

the same slogan but it is bitter reality that nothing is carried out regarding this populist political narrative. Even Khan could 

not take tangible steps to end the economic inequality. The reason is the feudal and elite political mindset in Pakistan. In the 

presence of political elitism, it is almost impossible to work on the equal economic opportunities. They hold local and foreign 

properties and pay little or zero attention to such initiative that are against their interests (Gishkori, 2020).  

6.5. Political Elitism  

Political elitism is another populist narrative the political leaders use during their election campaigns. PTI under the leadership 

of Imran Khan promised to get rid of the political elitism because the whole of the political setup is hacked by the elite class. 

Both PML (N) and PPP the leading political parties are based on elitism and nepotism. Not only these two rather majority of 

the other political parties are also led by the feudal figures belong to different are of country. PTI also mobilized its manifesto 

through its narrative of elimination of political elitism (Mullah, 2017). On unbiased point of view, there is perhaps only one 

political party i.e., Jamat e Islami which is based on meritocracy because its selection of Ameer is truly based on the merit 

where a common man like Siraj-ul-Haq can also be elected as Ameer of Jamaat.  
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6.6. Nationalist Sentiments  

Nationalist sentiments are largely adopted as party narrative. This is one of the most populist political narratives widely used 

by the political parties where the political leaders arouse the national sentiments of the people especially in the relation to 

US, India and Israel. All of the populist leaders adopt this narrative as Khan raised the narrative of anti-west in order to get 

rid of the western slavery (Afzal, 2019). Other than the nationalist, the ethnic sentiments are also adopted to gain the mass 

support. All of the regional parties show their concern to safeguard their local areas like PML (N) raise the slogan of Punjab, 

PPP of Sindh, and PTI of KPK etc. (Khan, 1999).   

 

7. Implications of Populist Narrative in Pakistan  

The populist leaders try to bring radical changes in any society which have both positive and negative implications. In the 

case of Pakistan, the populist political leaders like Bhutto and Khan also tried to bring revolutionary changes due to which 

Pakistan had to face different implications. Following are some of the prominent implications of populism in the perspective 

of Pakistan.  

7.1. Corruption  

The populist leaders have developed higher level of trust among the masses that people start to follow them blindly. They 

raise the slogans of anti-corruption movements but on practical basis they themselves are found to be involved into the 

corruption cases. The ministers and advisors loot immense wealth under the banner of populist political parties. The same 

happened in the case of Pakistan that corruption level increased despite the strong anti-corruption campaign. 

7.2. Political Instability  

Populism led to political instability in Pakistan. In both Bhutto and Khan cases, there were established strong anti-government 

groups which fostered the political instability. Populist agenda is mainly contrary to the other political parties which part the 

ways among the different political parties and ultimately political chaos was created during the waves of populism. 

7.3. Institutional Strain  

Another prominent implication of populism in Pakistan is institutional strain. The powerful state institutions of Pakistan can 

bear a populist leadership. The populist leadership threatens the powers of state institutions which is why it generated 

institutional tussles.  

7.4. Foreign Policy  

Foreign policy is like the backbone of every country’s policy but every time the populist narrative tried to change the foreign 

of Pakistan. Here again the foreign policies of both Bhutto and Khan are similar to some extent because both of them adopted 

anti-western polices and tried to align with anti-western blocs which affected the foreign policy. Bhutto tried to adopt a 

balanced approach with Soviet Union and USA and similarly Khan tried to adopt the pro-Russian and Chinese foreign 

policies. By the same token, they also tried to establish strong relations with other Muslim countries especially with the 

Middle East (Batool, 2023).  

7.5. Short Term Policies  

The wave of populism considers itself to be in power for long time but in actual it did not work in Pakistan. The populism 

could not work for even a decade which leads to short term policies. The short-term policies are never is the favor of the 

political stability and economic strengthening. Political stability, economic prosperity and social harmony are mainly fostered 

through long term policies (Batool, 2020).  

7.6. Social Segregation  

Populism leads to social segregation among the different segments of the society. The populist narrative influenced the young 

and new generation every time which parted the ways from the other political groups. This leads political polarization because 

the young generation are not willing to accept the agenda of the traditional politicians. Hence social segregation is another 

key implication of populism.   

 

8. Countering Populist Threats  

It is important to counter such populist threat which is not in the favor of socio-economic prosperity and political stability of 

the country. Such populist threats ought to be tackled timely so that the social, political and economic spheres of the country 

can be protected. Following are a few points that are useful in countering the populist threats.  

• First of all, the state institutions should be strengthened. There is need to address the flaws in the institutions like 

judiciary, politics (democracy), electoral, and other prominent institutions.  

• Secondly, the cases of corruption and black sheep should be tackled with ironic decisions so that the officials 

working of the behalf of the institutions may perform adequately.  

• Thirdly, the culture of transparency and accountability should be promoted.  

• Fourthly, adequate policies should be adopted in accordance to the needs and resources of the country.  

• The civic education should be promoted among the masses which would create awareness among the people.  
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• Political dialogue should be started among the different political parties which would promote political stability and 

social harmony in the society.  

• Media should be given freedom which will speed up the flow of information.  

• Economic initiatives should be taken to foster the economic development, sustainable growth, and employment 

opportunities in the country 

• The democratic leadership should be promoted which has confidence of majority of the masses which will snub the 

short-term populist narrative.  

 

References  

Abbas, M. (2018). 22 Years of PTI. The News on Sunday. Available online: https://www.thenews.com.pk/tns/detail/565351-

22- years-pti 

Ali, S., Latif, A., & Kataria, J. R. (2015). Democracy in South Asia: A comparative Analysis of democracy in Pakistan and 

India. Journal of Indian Studies, Vol. 1, No. 2, July – December 2015, pp. 83 – 101 

Arditi, B. (2007). Politics on the Edges of Liberalism: Difference, Populism, Revolution, Agitation. Edinburgh: Edinburgh 

Univ. Press 

Batool, F. (2020). Socioeconomic Factors behind Political Participation in Liberal versus Illiberal Democracy: A Case Study 

of Pakistan. Unpublished PhD Dissertation, University of Karachi. 

Batool, F. (2023). “Populism in Pakistan: The Exclusionary–Inclusionary Divide in Politics of Imran Khan and Zulfiqar Ali 

Bhutto.” Journal of South Asian Studies. 45(3). 

Bokhari, J. (2019). “Breaking the begging bowl.” Dawn. October 14, 2019. https://www.dawn.com/news/1510786/breaking-

the-begging-bowl (accessed on February 11, 2023). 

Butko, T. J. (2004). Revelation and Revolution: A Gramscian Approach to the Rise of Political Islam. British Journal of 

Middle Eastern Studies, 31:1, 141-162. 

Canovan, M. (1999). Trust the people! Populism and the two faces of democracy. Political Studies, 47(1), 2-16. 

Chowdhry, A., & Katharine, H. (2012). Pakistan Halts Drone Protest Led by Ex-Cricketer Imran Khan. Reuters. October 7. 

Available online: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-pakistan-drone-protests/pakistan-halts-drone-protest-led-by-

excricketer-imran-khan-idUSBRE89609Q20121007 

Cohen, P. S., (2004). With Allies Like This: Pakistan and the War on Terrorism. Garfinkle/Terrorism, DP0 HGARWT0900. 

Stanford: Hoover Press. Available online: 

https://www.hoover.org/sites/default/files/uploads/documents/0817945423_103.pdf 

Demertzis, N. (2019). Populisms and emotions. In Populism and Passions: Democratic Legitimacy after Austerity. London 

and New York: Routledge, pp. 31–48. 

Denoeux, G. (2002). The Forgotten Swamp: Navigating Political Islam. Middle East Policy 9: 56–81. 

Derrida, J. (1988). Limited Inc. Transl. S Weber. Evanston, IL: Northwestern Univ. Press. From French 

Gidron, N, & Bart, B. (2013). Varieties of Populism: Literature Review and Research Agenda. Weatherland Working Paper 

Series; Cambridge: Harvard University 

Hadiz, V. R. (2018). Imagine All the People? Mobilising Islamic Populism for Right-Wing Politics in Indonesia. Journal of 

Contemporary Asia 48: 566–83. 

Hoodbhoy, P. (2021). “Imran Khan mixing religion and politics won’t turn Pakistan into welfare Madina.” The Print. October 

23, 2021. https://theprint.in/opinion/imran-khan-mixing-religion-and-politics-wont-tur n-pakistan-into-welfare-

madina/755317/ 

Islam, S., Zubair, M., & Muhammad, I. (2019). “An Analysis of 2018 General Elections in Pakistan.” Journal of the Research 

Society of Pakistan. 56(2), 191-200. 

Ismail, S. (2004). Being Muslim: Islam, Islamism and Identity Politics. Government and Opposition 39: 614–31. 

Ismail, S. (2004). Being Muslim: Islam, Islamism and Identity Politics. Government and Opposition 39: 614–31. 

Jaffrelot, C., & Louise, T. (2017). Populism in India. In The Oxford Handbook of Populism. Edited by Cristóbal Rovira 

Kaltwasser, Paul Taggart, Paulina Ochoa Espejo and Pierre Ostiguy. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Khan, A. (1999). Ethnicity, Islam and National Identity in Pakistan. South Asia: Journal of South Asian Stuides,22;1,167-

182. 

Khan, S. S., (2003). Pakistan and the Organization of Islamic Conference. Pakistan Horizon 56: 59–77. Available online: 

http: //www.jstor.org/stable/41394012 

Khan, U. A. (2005). The Terrorist Threat and the Policy Response in Pakistan. Stockholm International Peace Research 

Institute (SIPRI). Policy Paper No. 11. Available online: 

https://www.sipri.org/sites/default/files/files/PP/SIPRIPP11.pdf 

Laclau, E. (2005). On populist reason. Verso. 

https://theprint.in/opinion/imran-khan-mixing-religion-and-politics-wont-tur%20n-pakistan-into-welfare-madina/755317/
https://theprint.in/opinion/imran-khan-mixing-religion-and-politics-wont-tur%20n-pakistan-into-welfare-madina/755317/
https://www.sipri.org/sites/default/files/files/PP/SIPRIPP11.pdf


 

Butt et al… 

 
605 

 

Laclau, E. (2005). Populism: what’s in a name? In Populism and the Mirror of Democracy, ed. F Panizza, pp. 32–49. London: 

Verso 

Lodhi, M. (2012). Pakistan beyond the Crisis State. Karachi: Columbia University Press. 

Looney, R. (2008). The Musharraf Paradox: The Failure of an Economic Success Story. The Open Area Studies Journal 1: 

1–15. 

Mehdi, T. (2013). Four Reasons Why PTI Could Not Change Our Political Culture. Dawn. Available online: 

https://www.dawn. com/news/1031329 

Mehdi, T. (2013). Four Reasons Why PTI Could Not Change Our Political Culture. Dawn. Available online: 

https://www.dawn. com/news/1031329 

Mir, H. (2018). The Imran Khan I know. The News. Available online: https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/351820-the-imran-

khani-know 

Moffitt, B. (2016). The Global Rise of Populism: Performance, Political Style, and Representation. Stanford: Stanford 

University Press. 

Mouffe, C. (2005). The ‘end of politics’ and the challenge of right-wing populism. In Populism and the Mirror of Democracy, 

ed. F Panizza, pp. 50–71. London: Verso 

Mouffe, C. (2016). The populist moment. Nov. 21, OpenDemocracy.net. https://www.opendemocracy.net/ 

democraciaabierta/chantal-mouffe/populist-challenge. 

Mudde, C. (2004). The populist zeitgeist. Government and Opposition, 39(4), 542-563. 

Mudde, C., & Kaltwasser, C. R. (2017). Populism: A very short introduction. Oxford University Press. 

Mufti, M. (2016). Pakistan Tehrik-e-Insaaf: New Phenomenon or Continuation of the Political Status Quo? NORIA. Available 

online: https://www.noria-research.com/south-asia-5-pakistan-tehrik-e-insaaf/ 

Mullah, A. (2017). Broadcasting the Dharna: “Mediating Contained” Populism in Contemporary Pakistan. International 

Journal of Communication 11: 4181–96. 

Nanda, V. P., (1972). Self–Determination in International Law: The Tragic Tale of Two Cities–Islamabad (West Pakistan) and 

Dacca (East Pakistan). American Journal of International Law 66: 321–36. 

Niazi, K. (1987). Aur Line Cut Gai (Urdu). Lahore: Ahmad Publications. 

Norris, P. (1997). Passages to Power: Legislative Recruitment in Advanced Democracies. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge Univ. 

Press 

Paracha, N. F. (2019). Muslim Modernism: A Case for Naya Pakistan. Lahore: Vanguard Books. 

Sajid, I., & Aamir, L. (2019). PROFILE—Pakistan’s Prime Minister Imran Khan. AA. Available online: https://www.aa. 

com.tr/en/asia-pacific/profile-pakistan-s-prime-minister-imran-khan/1354686 

Skocpol. T, & Williamson, V. (2012). The Tea Party and the Remaking of Republican Conservatism. New York: Oxford Univ. 

Press 

Snellinger, A. (2018). Encyclopedia of Asian History. Available online: https://asiasociety.org/education/pakistan-

politicalhistory 

Takis, S. P. (2014). Populist Democracy: Post-Authoritarian Greece and Post-Communist Hungary. Government and 

Opposition, 49(1), 1-23 

Tatlic, S. (2017). The Role of Reactionary Populism in the Necro politicization of Capitalism. ResearchGate.  

Tushnet, M. (2019). Varieties of populism. German Law Journal 20, 382–389. https://doi.org/10.1017/ glj.2019.27 

Yilmaz, I. (2011). Good Governance in Action: Pakistani Muslim Law on Human Rights and Gender-Equality. European 

Journal of Economic and Political Studies 4: 155–68. 

Yilmaz, I., & Kainat, S. (2021). Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf: Pakistan’s Iconic Populist Movement. European Center for 

Populism Studies. Available online: https://www.populismstudies.org/pakistan-tehreek-e-insaf-pakistans-iconic-

populist-movement 

https://www.noria-research.com/south-asia-5-pakistan-tehrik-e-insaaf/
https://www.populismstudies.org/pakistan-tehreek-e-insaf-pakistans-iconic-populist-movement
https://www.populismstudies.org/pakistan-tehreek-e-insaf-pakistans-iconic-populist-movement

